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where such documents had never heen heard of, it is
difficult to imagine by what arguments a man, not un-
learned, could convince himself, or believe that he could
convince himself, of their authenticity. Here was a
long, continuous, unbroken series of letters, an accumu-
lated mass of decrees of councils, of which the archives
of Rome could show no vestige, of which the traditions
of Borne were altogether silent: yet is there no holy
indignation at fraud, no lofty reproof of those who dared
to seat themselves in the pontifical chair and speak in
the names of Pope after Pope. There is a deliberate,
artful vindication of their authority. Eeasons are
alleged from which it is impossible to suppose that
Nicolas himself believed their validity, on account of
their acknowledged absence from the Roman archives,
NOT did the successors of Nicolas betray any greater
scruple in strengthening themselves by this welcome,
and therefore only, unsuspicious aid. It is impossible
to deny that, at least by citing without reserve or hesi-
tation, the Roman pontiffs gave their deliberate sanction
to this great historic fraud.0

Nor must be overlooked, perhaps the more important
result of the acceptance of the pseudo-Isidorian statutes
as the universal, immemorial, irrepealable law of Chris-
tendom. It established the great principle which
Nicolas I. had before announced, of the sole legislative
power of the Pope.d Every one of these papal epistles
was a canon of the Church ; every future bull therefore
rested on the same irrefragable authority, commanded
the same implicit obedience. The Papacy became a

r Nicolai Epist. ad Episcopos Galliae, Mansi, xv. 693.

* Nicolai I. Epist. ad Michael em Tmperatorem, apud I .able, sub ann, 865,